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SEA TRANSPORTATION



Responsible Research and Innovation

Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) engages and brings together all
stakeholders, creates dialogue and facilitates knowledge-sharing. It ensures the
sustainable use of natural resources and makes sure that the needs of citizens
and society are integrated into research and innovation. Participants put forth
proposals of collective solutions based on the six RRI dimensions:

Sea Transportation

Cyprus has the 11th largest merchant fleet in the world and the 3rd largest fleet in
the European Union. Under the Cyprus flag there are more than 1,800 ocean-going
vessels with 21 million tons of gross volume. The marine industry contributes with
about €1 billion per year to the Cypriot economy, accounting for over 7% of GDP
(including auxiliary services) and directly employing 4,000 shore-based personnel
and 55,000 seafarers from around the world.

The purpose of the workshop was to discuss how to develop Maritime Research,
Technological Development and Innovation on a sustainable manner in Cyprus and
beyond. 14 participants from different stakeholder groups expressed their opinion
in this participative workshop.

Pictograms courtesy of RRI Tools - https://www.rri-tools.eu/

https://www.rri-tools.eu/


Workshop Outcomes

The participants defined 3 main groups of actions requesting for the combined
efforts of at least two target groups, which confirms the need for collaboration
between stakeholders.

Each agreed action was linked to several RRI dimensions and particularly to Open
Access of scientific results and to Science Education.

Fig. 2 – Actions suggested by the participants

Target stakeholder groups
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Responsible Research & Innovation Dimensions

o Increase 
environmental and 
science education to 
promote societal 
understanding and 
participation.

o Create dedicated 
maritime academic 
programmes.

o Develop maritime 
courses to improve 
engagement in 
maritime industry.

o Introduce ocean 
literacy in the 
educational systems.

o Create national 
funding for maritime 
research and 
innovative start-ups.

o Create critical mass of 
research 
infrastructure and 
capability to allow the 
development of 
innovative solutions to 
industry’s challenges.

o Create a global 
maritime 
sustainability fund.

o Enforce environmental 
protection framework 
in all maritime 
activities.

o Invest in technology, 
research and innovation 
to reduce pollution of 
marine environment.

o Develop marine 
monitoring programs 
and technology to 
support the industry.

o Create a real time 
observation system for 
monitoring.
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